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Meet Parishioner Dorothy Hartmann:
Carrying the Torch of Stewardship Across Generations

W

hen Dorothy Hartmann was
growing up, the torch of stewardship was handed to her — to this
day, she is still keeping it blazing.
“I came from a strong Catholic
background, and my parents gave me a
great sense of what it meant to be part
of our parish,” she says. “We would
get 25 cents a week for our allowance,
and 10 cents of it went to the church,
while the rest of it we could use to buy
saving stamps or spend on something
fun we wanted to do. I am thankful
they showed us children what it meant
to give back to our parish financially, as
well as with our time.”
Carrying on the torch of faith, Dorothy and her late husband, Fred, raised
their three children to love the Catholic
faith, as well as those around them.

“When our children were growing
up, we tried to instill the Catholic faith
in them however we could,” Dorothy
says. “We always prayed at meals, and
we would do special little things like
at Christmas, I would bake a birthday
cupcake and one of the younger children would bring it to Baby Jesus.”
By being integrated into the life
of St. Patrick’s Parish since 1962, the
Hartmanns found their souls nourished
and their hearts fulfilled.
“I appreciate how close our parish
community has always been, and how
close our family felt to it,” Dorothy
says. “The parish was the center of our
family’s social and religious life.”
For example, Dorothy has served
in several positions for the Ladies of La
Salette Guild.
continued on page 6
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When Dorothy Hartmann was growing up, the torch of stewardship
was handed to her — to this day, she is still keeping it blazing.
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The Bible

The Textbook of Stewardship

H

ave you ever wished that life came
with an instruction manual? What a
valuable resource that would be! Whenever you find yourself running in circles,
this instruction manual would give you
step-by-step instructions on how to fix the
problem and reroute your course.
Well, here’s some good news. For
those living a Christian life, there is such
a manual — the Bible.
Sometimes referred to as the “textbook of stewardship,” the Bible is a
bountiful resource for the present-day
Christian. Written by anointed prophets and sages, this collection of divinely
inspired parables, poems and letters is
full of testimonials that express the blessings that come from true discipleship,
conveyed through lives of stewardship.
Stewardship is not a new concept.
The Bible gives proof to this claim
through passages such as the 26th chapter of the Book of Deuteronomy. We
read Moses’ words, as he tells the Israelites to offer the choicest portions of their
harvest to God: “When you have come
into the land which the LORD, your
God, is giving you as a heritage, and have
taken possession and settled in it, you
shall take some first fruits of the various
products of the soil which you harvest
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from the land the LORD, your God, is
giving you; put them in a basket and go
to the place which the LORD, your God,
will choose as the dwelling place for his
name… ‘Now, therefore, I have brought
the first fruits of the products of the soil
which you, LORD, have given me.’ You
shall set them before the LORD, your
God, and you shall bow down before the
LORD, your God” (Dt 26:1-2, 10).
St. Paul briefly touches on the
essence of stewardship when he said,
“In every way I have shown you that
by hard work of that sort we must help
the weak, and keep in mind the words
of the Lord Jesus who himself said, ‘It
is more blessed to give than to receive’”
(Acts 20:35).
Again, in St. Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, we read about
living a life of Christian stewardship:
“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully. Each must do
as already determined, without sadness
or compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver” (2 Cor 9:6-7).
While this is well and good, what
does it mean for the present-day Christian? Why should it matter that the
Bible alludes to stewardship in various

passages? It shows us that Christians
and Jews have struggled with and
benefitted from the concept of stewardship for thousands of years. It ties the
message of stewardship to the role of
a Christian disciple. It gives proof that
stewardship and discipleship go handin-hand. It offers encouragement to us,
that stewardship is in fact a foundational
component of the Christian life, a way
of life that one of the founding fathers
of the Church — St. Paul — preached
about and advocated.
The Bible is indeed the textbook
of stewardship. It lays out the steps we
must take to become true disciples of
Christ. Reading and meditating upon
God’s Word is always a fruitful exercise.
Those who regularly delve into Scripture often develop a deeper understanding of Who God is, how and why He
loves us, and how we can show Him our
love in return.
As you strive to become a grateful
steward and live the life of Christian
discipleship, develop a love for Sacred
Scripture. Allow God’s Word to nourish your soul regularly, and watch as
stewardship changes from a foreign
concept to an integral component of
your daily life.

A Letter From Our Pastor

The Month of Mary:
Dear Parishioners,

I

A Time for Celebration and Joy

n the Catholic Church, we designate a particular devotion for each
month — and May is when we honor
our Blessed Mother Mary. Thus, this is a
good time for us to think about and concentrate on our devotion to the Mother
of God. Perhaps we can add a few more
Marian prayers to our daily routine.
Praying the Rosary might be even more
important. Of course, that assumes that
daily prayer is part of our daily routine
— which it should be.
Our Blessed Mother is important to our faith and our Church.
Her willingness to serve in a way
that allowed the Lord to take human
form made our salvation a possibility. Because of her complete trust in God, she lived her
life free from sin, and after her life, she was assumed into
heaven by the power of God and crowned Queen of
Heaven and Earth.
She is, of course, not divine. We worship only our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we honor Mary as a saint, and also in many
other ways. We honor God when we remember the role of
Mary in our salvation. Devotion to Mary always leads to Jesus
Christ Himself.

Mary was joyous when she said “yes”
to God. That is the kind of joy we need
to seek — and we, too, must say “yes”
to the Lord. Let us be grateful to Mary
for bringing us her Son. This is why we
crown her on our Catholic version of
Mother’s Day. Through Mary, we are
given an invitation into the Catholic fold.
Her feminine presence and the safety of
her motherhood may help us grow.
For most of us, this time of year is a
month of growth in relation to nature.
It is difficult not to have May as one of
our favorite months for so many reasons.
May is a beautiful time. We are called to
make it even more beautiful, and we can
do that as we serve and love one another.
I am deeply blessed to be your pastor. I may say that
often, but it is true. My priesthood has been a blessing and
serving you all has made that blessing even more significant.
I pray for you daily. Please pray for me. God bless you
and keep you always.
In Christ,
Fr. Denzil Vithanage, Pastor
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The Tuesday Morning

Rosary Prayer Group
A C ommunity

W

of

Prayer, G rowing

hen we look around our community, country and
world, there are always people in need of prayers.
And we know one of the most powerful Catholic prayers is
the Rosary — Mary has specifically asked that the Rosary
be prayed. So what better way to celebrate May, the month
of Mary, than to join the Tuesday Morning Rosary Prayer
Group after the 7:30 a.m. Mass in the Adoration Chapel?
Since the meeting takes place on Tuesday, the group prays
the Sorrowful Mysteries.
Wanda Brandon has been praying with the group for
at least 15 years. She prays the Rosary at least once daily
on her own, but she also enjoys praying it with a group —
especially in front of the Blessed Sacrament in the Adoration Chapel. The prayer group isn’t large, but Jesus says
that numbers don’t matter when it comes to gathering in
the Lord’s name.
“Throughout my life, Mary has been such a comfort to
me,” Wanda says.
Some Spanish-speaking women have joined, so the
group even prays the Rosary prayers in Spanish and English simultaneously.
Wanda raised her great-nephew, and she always made
sure they prayed a decade of the Rosary on the way to
school. She was raised Catholic in Conway, Ark., at Good
Shepherd Catholic Church, having entered into the Catholic faith at 7-years-old.
“I absolutely love having this time to pray in front of
the Blessed Sacrament,” Wanda says. “It’s such a blessing
to have that opportunity to be in front of our Lord. I am
blessed to sit with Him and pray the Rosary.”
Wanda has been glad to return to praying the Rosary
on Tuesday mornings, as the group took a break due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. She admits there is a lot going on in
our world and her own family that she offers up in prayer.
She does her best to carry all of those needs with her when
she prays the Rosary.

in

Christ Together

“I mostly pray for perseverance for me and my bunch,”
Wanda says. “Only the Lord can help with that.”
Another way Wanda is committed to the Rosary is her
involvement with a group at St. Patrick’s that makes rosaries for the Our Lady’s Rosary Makers in Louisville, Ky.
Once they have made 700 rosaries, the group ships them
to Louisville. Our Lady’s Rosary Makers then mail rosaries
to mission groups worldwide.
“The Rosary is so important to me,” Wanda says. “It’s
always been such a comfort.”

Please join the Tuesday Morning Rosary Prayer Group after
7:30 a.m. Mass in the St. Patrick’s Adoration Chapel.
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The Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Ready to Serve God and His People

F

ormed in 1903, the Catholic
Daughters of the Americas (CDA)
is a national organization and one of
the oldest and largest organizations
of Catholic women in the Americas.
The Ladies of La Salette #2777, our
CDA court here at St. Patrick, was just
installed on Feb. 12! Mary Mijares, the
regent for our court, has been hard at
work to get the group up and running.
“I will prepare the agenda and preside at the meetings,” Mary says. “I will
be working with the district deputy/
Texas CDA Representative, our chaplain and our parish liaison to determine
what activities need to be addressed
and get suggestions for what our court
might want to participate in.”
Because our CDA court is so new,
they have not yet participated in any
projects. In fact, they have just recently
had their first meeting, during which
they were able to worship God together.
However, the members have many
hopes for some upcoming events.
“We hope to raise money by hosting bake sales or raffles and by selling
tamales or tacos,” Mary says. “There
are many ways of raising money to
help our parishioners and the community. I will also be talking to local
hospitals here in Lufkin to see if they
can come to our parish and do a
wellness test for our parishioners after
Mass one weekend.”
Mary loves helping her parish family and wants to grow more in her faith.
This love and desire was the driving
force for Mary to get involved with the
CDA. The group is open to any Catholic woman over the age of 18.
continued on page 6
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Catholic Daughters of
the Americas continued from page 5
“We are the first group of women
to be instituted here at St. Patrick’s,”
Mary says. “And all I can say is this is
a serious group of women who love
God and God’s people. You have to
be committed to attend one meeting a
month and work at whatever activities
we will be working on.”
Through CDA, members worship together, pray together and
help each other become the best

Catholic women they can be. While
Mary has only been involved for a
short time, she is already experiencing this love from other members.
“In the short time I have
been a member, I have witnessed
the love and support from other
members of this institution,” Mary
says. “It is a serious and well-structured institution with great values
and strong foundations.”

If you are interested in getting involved, you may contact any member of the Ladies of La
Salette #2777, the parish office, or Regent Mary Mijares at marymijares12@gmail.com.

Parishioner Dorothy Hartmann

continued from front cover

“Helping at our parish has helped me
Over the years, Dorothy has enjoyed
grow closer to Jesus, because we are called
putting her family’s faith into practice,
to be the hands, heart and feet of Jesus to
especially by encouraging them to be
others and reflect His love,” she says.
faithful stewards of the gift of life.
Furthermore, she and Fred ensured that
“When our kids were little, we would
all of their children received a high-quality,
regularly pray as a family in front of the
Christ-centered education by attending our
local Planned Parenthood abortion facilparish grade school.
ity,” she says. “This helped instill our ideals
“The school was so special to us, and
in our children and taught them to stand
we loved that it was such an important part
up for what we believe. More recently,
of the whole parish community,” Dorothy
some of our grandchildren have been able
says. “I loved helping out at the school.
to come as well, especially in October,
When our children graduated from there
which is Respect Life Month.”
and went on to upper grade schools, their
At this time, Dorothy has nine grandchilDorothy has enjoyed putting her family’s faith dren (and one in heaven) and 13 great-grandteachers asked me where they had been
into practice, especially by encouraging them to children (with two more in heaven). One of
to school because they noticed they had
be faithful stewards of the gift of life.
received a great education.”
her grandsons, Fr. William Burmester, is a
In fact, Dorothy taught first grade at
priest in the Diocese of Little Rock.
our school for a number of years.
Looking back, Dorothy attributes much of her family’s
“I really loved teaching the first-graders because they look
devotion to the stewardship vision to Fred’s faith.
up to their teacher so much,” she says. “I always believed that
“Fred and I were married over 60 years, and he was very
first grade is very important because it prepares them for the
much a part of why our family was into stewardship,” she
rest of their education.”
says. “We were into it together, and it was because of him!”

6

